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CATEGORICAL & SPECIAL PROJECTS – 5/04/11 

 
CISC PARENT ENGAGEMENT REGIONAL LIAISONS’ MEETING MINUTES 

CO-HOSTED BY THE SANTA CLARA COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION 
MAY 4, 2011 

TIME CONVENED 9:30 a.m. / TIME ADJOURNED 11:00 a.m. 
  
 
 CISC LIAISONS 

 Michael Babb, Ventura COE – Region 8  Beth Higbee, San Bernardino COE – Region 10 

 Nancy S. Brownell, Sonoma COE – Region 1  Marissa Lazo-Necco, San Bernardino – Region 10 

X Mary Ann Burke, Santa Clara COE – Region 5  Vacant – Region 7 

 Jose Espinosa, San Bernardino COE – Region 10 X Lorna Manuel, Tehama COE – Region 2 

 Vanessa Galey, Orange COE – Region 9 X Mary Stires, Stanislaus COE – Region 6 

 Liz Guerra, Los Angeles COE – Region 11  Marin Trujillo, West Contra Costa USD – Region 4 

 Jan Sheppard, Sacramento COE – Region 3  Deena Zacharin, San Francisco USD – Region 4 

 
 ATTENDEES 

Carol Dickson, CDE Consultant  

Jeff Breshears, CDE Administrator  

Geni Boyer, PIRC 2  

Manuel Guillot, Region 3, Sacramento USD  

 
1. Welcome, Introductions and Announcements – Mary Ann Burke, Santa Clara COE 
 Introductions were made and Mary Ann reviewed agenda.   
 
2. Agenda Item 2 – Carol Dickson, CDE and Jeff Breshears, CDE   

Jeff Breshears, Administrator of the Title I Accountability and Partnerships Office, announced that 
the Supplemental Educational Services (SES) Provider applications are being rereleased. There is a 
waiver to allow LEAs identified for Program Improvement to apply.  Carol Dickson, Consultant, 
provided a report on Categorical Program Monitoring (CPM) reviews.  It has been observed that 
when a School Site Council (SSC) is properly constituted with parents/community members, it is 
more likely that an effective parent involvement program will be evident in the school (see attached 
CPM handout and National Title I Association website address email). 

 
3. Agenda Item 3 –Geni Boyer, PIRC 2 
       PIRC 2 updates include the following: 
 

 A small group from the State Action Team for Partnerships met with CDE’s Jason Spencer and 
Suzan Solomon of Superintendent Torlakson’s Transition Committee. 

 Purpose and role of CISC Liaisons includes providing a conduit for two-way communication, 
receiving information, conveying it to county parent involvement representatives, and bringing 
information back from the counties to the regional level. 

 Regional Partnerships Network is composed of three parts: 
1. Parent Involvement contact persons at the various levels 
2. Project directors 
3. Parents through advisory committees 
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4. Agenda Item 4 –– Mary Ann Burke, Santa Clara COE        
 Regional updates include the following: 
 

Region 2 – Tehama COE: The COE would like sample surveys for their county contacts as the COE is 

serving nine districts for coordinated services.  Region 5 recommended using Survey Monkey.   The 

Santa Clara County survey includes five questions that focuses on professional development needs 

including cultural proficiency, level of parent engagement initiative proficiency, and the district’s 

needs in getting families engaged at the district/school site. 

 Region 5 - Santa Clara COE: Activities include a K-8 Trainer-of-Trainers three day training event at  
 the Santa Clara County Office of Education from June 7 through June 9 and a Secondary Trainer-of-

Trainers three day training event at the University Preparatory Academy from June 21 through June 
23.  Both training sessions will provide parent leaders with completion certificates to provide 
ongoing trainings to parents on parent education, health and wellness to support a healthy school 
climate, and make-and-take academic support activities at home that align to common core 
standards.  Parent training curriculum will be posted in the Region 5 Parent Engagement Initiative 
website in July. 

 
Region 6 – Stanislaus COE: It hosted the California Association of Compensatory Education 

Conference on March 12 and plans to collaborate with other COEs to widely advertise the next 

conference.  Many districts evaluate their Single Plans for Student Achievement (SPSA) and 

programs as a formal district process although these actions are not included in School Site Council 

(SSC) agendas and minutes.  Districts are being encouraged to include these evaluations in the 

SSC/SPSA process to alleviate Categorical Program Monitoring findings related to IV-CE 28 when 

Local Education Agencies evaluate effectiveness of programs. 

5. Closure – Mary Ann Burke, Santa Clara County Office of Education 
 Action Item/s:   
 Please review next steps: 
 

 Liaisons should bring their best evaluation tools to the June FAN and August CISC Liaison 

Videoconference Meetings 

 Liaisons should review the online PIRC 2 Survey or recruit a parent or two (or a whole DAC, 

DELAC, or school) to complete the survey and provide CDE staff with feedback. 

 Liaisons should mail their regional reports to Mary Ann the Friday before the next meeting. 

 The next CISC Liaison meeting/video conference is scheduled for August 3, 2011 per the 
attached new schedule of meetings for 2011-2012.  
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